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or America, it by no means follows that the method of
expropriation pursued by the Soviets need be followed
here. Not that expropriation, if made in the interests of
the community as a whole, need be immoral. Tithe was
recently expropriated from the clergy of the Church of
England, and Canterbury suffered heavily. Yet Canter-
bury welcomed that expropriation as in the larger public
interests. Expropnation, however, is not always necessary,
nor always wise.

But to retuin. The Plan demanded, not only the owner-
ship and control of all the resources of production, but also
that the pace of production should be speeded up, in order
that commodities of eveiy kind might be available for
distribution without delay.

To this end the workers needed the stimulus of a great
vision and a gieat programme, and the genius of Lenin,
perceiving ihis, provided the suggestion which developed
at length into the Five-Year Plans.

Lenin's suggestion is contained in an interesting letter
written to Krzhizhanovsky in 1920.

" Couldn't you ", he wrote, " produce a plan (not a
technical but a political scheme) which would be under-
stood by the proletariat? For instance, in 10 years
(or 5?) we shall build 20 (or 30 or 50?) power stations
covciing the country with a netwoik of such stations,
each with a radius of operation of say 400 versts (or 200
if we arc unable to achieve more). . . We need such a
plan at once to give the masses a shining unimpeded
prospect 1o work for: and in 10 (or 20?) years we shall
electrify Russia, the whole of it, both industrial and
agricultural."

Lenin knew the long and pinching years which lay
before the Russian workers, and the need for hope in the
future to tide them over the stringencies of the present.
Gauging the situation with uncanny accuracy, he laid
soundly the plans that now mature. Through those early
years Russia endured because she lived in the future. The
glorious life-to-be would compensate her for the drab
life-that-was. A new political system, a new freedom, a
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